
WHO 
REALLY 
CARES
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ILLEGAL

DOWNLOADING?

"THE AVERAGE SONGWRITER HAS TO BE
VERY FORTUNATE TO MAKE ANY MONEY AT
ALL FROM HIS CRAFT. ILLEGAL INTERNET
DOWNLOADING SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCES
THE INCOME OF PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT

MAKING MILLIONS FROM TOURING, 
T-SHIRT SALES, ETC., BUT MERELY TRYING
TO MAKE A DECENT LIVING. DOWNLOADING
CAN LITERALLY MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR 

A SONGWRITER TO SUPPORT HIMSELF 
WITH HIS CRAFT."

-RIVERS RUTHERFORD - CO-WRITER
OF 2001 BILLBOARD COUNTRY SONG 

OF THE YEAR

"GETTING MUSIC THE RIGHT WAY MEANS 
THERE WILL BE CONTINUED INVESTMENT IN 

NEW MUSIC, NEW ARTISTS, TOURING, 
NEW SONGS AND EVERYTHING FANS LOVE. 
BE A FAN. LOVE MUSIC. AND IF YOU LOVE 

MUSIC, GET THE REAL THING."
-MARTINA McBRIDE

"WE WANT THE NEXT BROOKS & DUNN TO HAVE
A CHANCE. PIRACY HURTS THAT CHANCE.

THERE ARE A LOT OF REALLY TALENTED HARD-
WORKING PEOPLE MAKING MUSIC. FOR THEM
IT’S A JOB. IF MUSIC GETS STOLEN, IT’S HARD
FOR THEM TO CONTINUE. SO HELP US ENSURE

THE FUTURE OF GOOD MUSIC."
-BROOKS & DUNN

"MY PRODUCER, MY CO-WRITERS, 
MY MUSICIANS HAVE A BIG PART IN 

MY ALBUMS. WHEN YOU DOWNLOAD MUSIC
ILLEGALLY, THOSE FOLKS DON’T GET PAID."

-BRAD PAISLEY

"PIRACY IS NOT A FACELESS CRIME - 
IT IS A RAMPANT PROBLEM THAT IS HURTING
ALL OF US IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS: ARTISTS, 

SONGWRITERS, PRODUCERS, RADIO 
STATIONS, AND RETAILERS. IF YOU LOVE 

MUSIC, DON'T STEAL IT."
-VINCE GILL

"MOST SONGWRITERS ARE NOT RICH OR 
FAMOUS. THEY ARE HARDWORKING CRAFTSMEN

WHO DEPEND ON THESE ROYALTIES TO 
PROVIDE FOR THEIR CHILDREN. STEALING 

MUSIC IS STEALING FROM THEIR FAMILIES."
-MATRACA BERG - CO-WRITER OF 

1997 CMA SONG OF THE YEAR
“STRAWBERRY WINE”

"GO TO YOUR JOB EVERY DAY NEXT WEEK 
AND WORK. WHEN PAYDAY ROLLS AROUND, 
TELL THE BOSS YOU ONLY WANT HALF OF 

YOUR CHECK. THAT'S WHAT ILLEGAL 
DOWNLOADING DOES TO ARTISTS, MUSICIANS,

SONGWRITERS AND EVERYONE THAT 
SUPPORTS THEM. IT'S WRONG."
-TROY VERGES, NASHVILLE 

SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL'S (NSAI) 2002

SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR

"DOWNLOADING CAN BE A GREAT WAY TO 
SHARE MUSIC, BUT DOWNLOADING MUSIC 

ILLEGALLY THREATENS THE FUTURE OF 
EVERYONE THAT DEPENDS ON YOU FOR THEIR

LIVELIHOOD. GET MUSIC THE RIGHT WAY! 
IF YOU DOWNLOAD, DO IT LEGALLY!"

-KEITH URBAN

music united for strong internet copyright

Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies, American Federation of Musicians, American Federation of Television and Radio Artists, ASCAP, Association for Independent Music, BMI, Christian Music Trade Association, Country Music Association, 
Gospel Music Association, Hip Hop Summit Action Network, Jazz Alliance International, Music Managers Forum-USA, National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences, National Music Publishers Association, Nashville Songwriters Association International,

Recording Industry Association of America, Recording Industries MPTF, SESAC, SoundExchange, Tennessee Songwriters Association, The Songwriters Guild of America 

To find out about legal ways to get digital music and to see what these and other artists and songwriters 
have to say about illegal downloading, go to: www.musicunited.org

3 DOORS DOWN
3RD STOREE 
50 CENT
AL JARREAU 
ASHANTI
B.B. KING 
BARENAKED LADIES
BEENIE MAN
BERNIE TAUPIN
BEYONCÉ KNOWLES
BLINK 182
BOYZ II MEN
BRAD PAISLEY
BRIAN MCKNIGHT 
BRIAN WILSON
BRITNEY SPEARS
BROOKS & DUNN
BRYAN ADAMS
BUSTA RHYMES
CAPONE
CARL STURKEN
CHARLIE WATTS
CHUCK MANGIONE
CRAIG DAVID
DANNY FEDERICI (E STREET BAND)

DAVE JENKINS (PABLO CRUISE)
dc Talk
DENNIS DEYOUNG (STYX)
DIANA KRALL 
DIANA ROSS
DIANE WARREN
DIRTY VEGAS
DIXIE CHICKS
DMX
DR. DRE 
EDWIN MCCAIN
ELTON JOHN 
EMINEM
ENRIQUE IGLESIAS 
ERYKAH BADU
EVAN ROGERS
EXPERIENCE HENDRIX 
(ESTATE OF JIMI HENDRIX)
FABOLOUS
FAITH HILL
FAT JOE
FOXY BROWN 
GENE SIMMONS
GLEN BALLARD 

GODSMACK
GOO GOO DOLLS
HOOTIE AND THE BLOWFISH
indie.arie
JANET JACKSON
JAY-Z
JEFF WATSON (NIGHT RANGER)
JESSICA SIMPSON
JOHN KAY (STEPPENWOLF)
JOHN SCOFIELD
JOHNY RZEZNIK
JONNY LANG 
JOSHUA BELL
KEITH RICHARDS
KENNY CHESNEY
KYLIE MINOGUE 
LAMONT DOZIER 
LENNY KRAVITZ
LOS TUCANES DE TIJUANA 
LUCIANO PAVAROTTI
LUDACRIS
MADONNA
MANA
MANDY MOORE
MARC ANTHONY

MARILYN MANSON
MARK KNOPFLER (DIRE STRAITS)
MARTINA MCBRIDE
MARY J. BLIGE
matchbox twenty
MICK JAGGER
MISSY ELLIOTT
MOBB DEEP
MUSIQ
*NSYNC
N.E.R.D.
NAS
NATALIE COLE 
NELLY
NOREAGA
OK GO!
P. DIDDY
P.O.D.
PAUL STANLEY (KISS)
PEDRO FERNANDEZ
PETER FRAMPTON 
PHIL COLLINS
PINK
RENEE FLEMING 

RENEE GILL 
ROB ZOMBIE
ROLLING STONES
RONNIE WOOD
RUDY PEREZ
RUSH
SARAH BRIGHTMAN 
SARAH MCLACHLAN
SHAGGY
SHAKIRA
SHERYL CROW 
SMASH MOUTH
STEVEN CURTIS CHAPMAN 
STEVIE WONDER
STING
THALIA
THE DANDY WARHOLS
THE VINES
THE WALLFLOWERS
THIRD EYE BLIND
TWEET
UTE LEMPER 
VANESSA CARLTON 
VINCE GILL
YUSUF ISLAM (CAT STEVENS)


