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Apple Announces 
the Lisa 2 
by Gregg Williams 

When several of us at BYTE saw the 
Macintosh, we were seriously con­
cerned about the fate of the Lisa in 
the face of the Macintosh, a machine 
that is one-third its price and clearly 
superior in some areas. Apple has 
answered these concerns by announ­
cing two versions of the Lisa 2, along 
with the Macintosh, at its annual 
stockholders' meeting on January 24. 
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New Features 
The Lisa 2 will use the same modi­

fied Sony 31h -inch floppy-disk drives 
as the Macintosh. It will be sold with 
a new, faster operating system, one 
31f2-inch floppy disk, and 512K bytes 
of memory (the single drive takes the 
place of the two 5V4-inch drives in the 
Lisa 1) . The Lisa 2 includes a mouse, 
detached keyboard, built-in 12-inch 

video display, and can be expanded 
to 1 megabyte (the memory capacity 
of the Lisa 1); it will cost "under 
$4000;' according to Apple (the exact 
price had not been decided when 
this was written) . The Lisa 2/10 will 
add an internal 10-megabyte Win­
chester hard disk and will sell for 
"under $5500:' All the Lisa applica­
tion programs will be available 
separately for $200 to $400 each. 
Apple planned to have the Lisa 2 
available by January 24. 

Software 
Aside from the availability of a 

larger hard disk, the most welcome 
feature of the Lisa 2 family is that it 
will be able to run all Macintosh soft­
ware as supplied on 31h -inch disks. 
When the Lisa 2 boots a Macintosh 
program, the system will look and 
behave like a Macintosh, except that 
it will automatically take advantage 
of all the extra memory in the Lisa 2. 
Since literally hundreds of compan­
ies are developing Macintosh soft­
ware, the Lisa 2's ability to run it 
greatly increases its software base 
and, therefore, its usefulness. 

Both the Lisa 2 and the 2/10 come 
without an operating system. Lisa 2 
owners will need to buy the Macin­
tosh operating system (unpriced at 
the time this was written); Lisa 2110 
owners can buy that operating sys­
tem or the multitasking Lisa operat­
ing system (for about $300). With the 
Lisa operating system only, you will 
be able to have multiple windows, 
each of which can contain a separate 
application. 

Apple is planning two new releases 
of Lisa software as well. The first 
release, available in late January, has 
optimized various parts of the oper­
ating system to make Lisa programs 
run faster and use the 10-megabyte 
hard disk . This software release will 
be free for anyone who bought the 
Lisa before September 12, 1983 (when 
the price was reduced and the soft­
ware was unbundled), and available 
at a nominal fee for buyers of un­
bundled Lisa software. 

The second release of Lisa software 
will come sometime during the sec­
ond quarter of 1984. This software 
will increase the integration among 



Lisa products (for the first time, you 
will be able to move graphics from 
Lisa Draw to a text document in Lisa 
Write, data from Lisa Calc to Lisa 
List, and data from Lisa Terminal to 
Lisa Calc, for example) . It will also in­
clude enhancements in many of the 
Lisa application programs. For ex­
ample, Lisa Write will include a spell­
ing checker and the ability to process 
form letters, Lisa Graph will allow 
data to be graphed in new ways, all 
programs will support a $5000 laser 
printer and a 70-megabyte hard disk 
to be introduced by Apple, and Lisa 
Draw and Lisa Graph will support 
color printing. The second release of 
Lisa software will be available to 
owners of previous versions for a 
nominal fee. 

Upgrading 
Lisa 1 owners have two upgrading 

paths. Apple will let them upgrade 
to a Lisa 2 for free or to a Lisa 2/10 
for $2500 (both upgrades involve re­
placing parts in the Lisa I, not swap­
ping the Lisa 1 for a new Lisa 2). In 
both cases, Lisa 1 owners will keep 
their 5-megabyte Profiles, thus allow­
ing them to transfer all their informa­
tion to the new system (by copying 
all such data from 5V4 -inch floppy 
disks to the Profile before converting 
to the Lisa 2) . 

Conclusions 
With the announcement of the Lisa 

2 and 2/10, Apple has made the Lisa 
computer both more competitive and 
part of an innovative, powerful, but 
still affordable family of computers. 
The reduced price and Macintosh 
software compatibility of the Lisa 2 
make it far more attractive to poten­
tial buyers than the Lisa 1 was. The 
features added to the Lisa application 
programs make them even more use­
ful than they currently are. Finally, 
Apple's upgrading policy is com­
mendable because it does not leave 
behind the Lisa 1 owners who sup­
ported I the machine in its early 
days .• 

Gregg Williams is a senior editor at BYTE. He 
can be reached at POB 372, Hancock, NH 03449. 

PREVENT THE DISASTER 
OF HEAD CRASH AND 

DROPOUT. 
The war against dust and dirt 
never ends. So before you boot-

. up your equipment, and 
everytime you replace a 
cassette , disk or drive 
filter, be sure to use Dust-Off' II ; 
it counteracts dust, grit and lint. 
Otherwise you 're flirting with 
costly dropouts, head crashes 
and downtime. 

Dust-Off II is most effective 
when used with Stat-Off II. Stat­
Off II neutralizes dust-holding 
static electricity while Dust-OffII 
blasts loose dust away There 's 
also the Dual Extender and Mini­
Vac for vacuuming dust out of 
hard-to-reach places. 

Photographic professionals 
have used Dust-Off brand 
products consistently on 
their delicate lenses and 
expensive cameras for 
over ten years. They 
know it 's the safe, dry, 
efficient way to contami­
nant-free cleaning. 

Cleaning not provided by liquid 
cleaners. 

Dust-Off II's remarkable 
pinpoint accuracy zeros in on the 
precise area being dusted. And 
you have total control-every­
thing from a gentle breeze for 

Stat-Off II neutralizes dust-holding 
static electricity from media and 
machines. 

i delicate computer mechanisms 
to a heavy blast for grimy dirt. 

Don 't let contamination dis­
rupt your computer operation. 
Stock up on Dust-OffII-the ad­

vanced dry cleaning system, 
at your local computer or 

office supply dealer. 
Or send $1.00 (for 

postage and handling) 
for a 3 oz. trial size and 

DU5rOffII 
The safe dry cleaning system 

Falcon Safety Products. Inc .. 106b Bristol Road. MountalOslde, NJ 07092 
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