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The increasing interest in 
microcomputers for home 
and fun and games as well as 
practical work has led to a 
number of information 
centers the clubs and 
newsletters organized by 
readers of BYTE to help 
promote communications 
among practitioners of this 
art. For this first issue of 
BYTE, I've collected together 
a "dump" (in English 
character text, not 
hexadecimal) of my files on 
the subject to date . 
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People's Computer Company 
PO Box 310 
Menlo Park CA 94025 
Editor: Bob Albrecht 

This organization puts out 
a newspaper style pu btication 
of information, fantasy, 
technical designs, etc. It is a 
"non profit" operation about 
recreational and educational 
uses of computers. 
Publication is on an irregular 
schedule with subscriptions 
to 5 issues at $5 to all 
comers, $3 to those who 
present some evidence of 
status as students. The 
magazine is typeset and 
assembled with plenty of 
graphics in what might be 
called a "neo-Whole Earth 
Catalog" style. The same 
organization also runs the 
PCC bookstore a t the same 
address. 

The Computer Hobbyist 
Box 295 
Cary NC 27511 
1-919-467-3145 or 
1-919-851-7223 evenings or 
weekends 

The Computer Hobbyist 
people putout an excellent 
photo offset newsletter 
prepared with the help of a 
microcompu ter text editing 
system. A sample of their 
product - in the form of an 
article by Hal Chamberlin 
comparing three micros - is 
reprinted by permission in 
this issue of BYTE. Of 
particular interest for the 
coming arguments and 
controversies over cassette 
interface methods is their 

unique method of recording 
which Hal Chamberlin 
described to me in phone 
conversation. The goals of the 
design are retia bili ty and 
speed independence, which 
are achieved by a pulse 
recording technique. Another 
design pu blished by TCH is a 
fairly sophisticated visual 
graphics system (it might be 
called a "Cadillac" among 
such systems) which uses a 
highly modified TV and can 
produce very detailed high 
resolu tion pictures. TCH also 
is planning to supply a series 
of kits with PCs and parts for 
their designs. TCH also is very 
close to having available a 
BASIC package for the 8008 
computer. 
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HOMEBREW COMPUTER CL UB NEWSLETT ER 
Issue number lour Fred Moore, edllor , 558 Santa Crul Ave .. Menlo Parlt . Ca 94025 June 7, 1975 

Amateur Computer 
of New Jersey Is 

Society 
Up and 

Running 
The 

assembled 
13 , 1975. 

ACSNJ was 
on Friday, 

tirst 
June 

The feasibility study was 
performed by Sal Libes who 
has become its Operating 
Manager. The system will run 
monthly on the second or 
third Friday of the month. 

Input is in the form of 40 
+ enthusiastic hobbyists. Over 
50% of the amateurs are 
hardware and/or software 
oriented. There are 10 home 
computers running in the 
group,S of which are Altairs. 

Ou tpu t will be a local 
newsle tter. The first issue will 
contain information compiled 
from a questionnaire given 
out at the meeting. 

Information was processed 
randomly. There were some 
minor bugs which had to be 
worked out; however, those 
assem bled were pleased with 
the results. 

respo nsible.- (or the progr~mm i ng 

A parts supplier was o n 
hand and welcomed as a local 
source. 

The second running of the 
ACSN J was scheduled for 
Friday, July 18, a t the Union 
County Technical Institute , 
1776 Raritan Road , Scotch 
Plains, New Jersey. 

It's good news. 
The Amateur Computer 

Society of New Jersey Is 
Assembled and Running. 

George Fischer 
72 So. Railroad Ave. 
Staten Island NY 10305 

The Amateur Computer 
Society 
Stephen B. Gray 
260 Noroton Ave. 
Darien CT 06820 

Mr. Gray 
newsletter . 

pu ts 
No 

out a 
fu rth er 

information is available about 
The Amateur Computer 
Society. 

Homebrew Computer Club 
Newsletter 
Fred Moore, Editor 
558 Santa Cruz Ave. 
Menlo Park CA 94025 

The Homebrew Computer 
Clu b is an organization lo
cated in Northern California 
around Menlo Park. The club 
was founded by Fred Moore 
with a hand from Gordon 
French. A newsletter is 
published photo offset on a 
mon,thly schedule - although 
no price is quoted, a donation 
of 50-75¢ per issue would be 
a fair recompense for costs 
listed in the club treasury 
report in issue No . 4 . The 
newsletter has included some 
excellent design notes by 
Terry Lee , covering SART 
chips, power supplies, heat 
sinking, etc. 

Issue No. 4 reports the 
start of a San Francisco
Berkeley chapter, and refers 
to another California clu b: 
Sonoma County 
Minicomputer Club 
Mark Robinson , President 
1-707-544-2865 (work) 
1-707-525-1659 (home) 
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JAMES ELECTRONICS 
P. O. BOX 822 BELMONT, CALIFORNIA 94002 

(415) 592·8097 

DIGITAL VOLTMETER 

$39.95 Per Kit 

T hIS i~ 11 J\I, digit, 0·2 VO l I Digital Voltmeter, 
with 11 .5% full ~ale accurilCY. II is based 
around the Sil it;:onix LO I IO. LO ll i OVM 
chip se t. The vol lmeu .. , uses MAN7 readouts 
t. J" high! 10 provide a highly readable dis 
play. The unit reQuirllS the to liowings;uPllly 
VOl laQleS; 12. -12. 5. Tht! ull it comes com· 
plete Wl lh all compon~nlS to bUild the unit 
pictured a t the le h, th3 1 is a complete DVM 
leu power ~upplv . 

LOGIC PROBE 

The Logic Probe is a unil which is IOf the 
motl ~rt indespensible in trouble sh001ing 
logic famil ies: TTL. DTL, ATl, CMOS. 11 
derives the power it n~tJ5 10 operatedireclly 
011 of the CIrcuit under les l, drawing a scant 
10 rnA maK. II uses a MAN3 readout 10 

ind,cute any of the followiogs taulS bV t he~e 

svmbols: (H I)- l (l OW) - o (PUlSE) - P. Th~ 
Probe can detect high frequency pulses to 
45 MHz. It can't be used at MOS levels or 
circuitdamallt will rcsul \. 

DIGITAL COUNTER 

$9.95 Per Kit 

Tim is a <I digIt coullt~r unit which writ 
COUll! up to 9999 and then Ilrovide an o~er ' 

flow pulse. It is ba~ed around the Mouek 
MK5007 digita l COWHer chip. The unit per . 
for ms the fo liowinlllullc t ions: Cou nt Input. 
RESET. l atch, Ovedlow. The counter 0l>tlr · 
ates UP to 250 kHl. TheCQunte. isan Idul 
unrl tobe used as i h e1lut!ncV counler. where 
theontvextracomponcotsneededwouleJoe 
iltimeoal l!, divider chain and gate. The UIII I 
requires 5V, and -12V . The un it comes 
COlllplete as shown 011 Ihe le l t less power 
supplv . 

$29.95 Per Kit 

ONE KILOBYTE RA NDOM Access MEMORY 

Th" memory tard is for Ihe most IJ.'tI i 

unIversal unil Ihat can be used in almosl any 
miClocomputer from a HOMEB R EW to an 
ALTAIR 8800. It uses an array of 2 102 1 k x 
1 slatk random access memories to p loduce 
a 1024 x 8 memOfV compatIble with most 
51anda,d m icrocomputer svs tems . ..... e pro~lde 
everything from the super low noise vector 
logic card. to fine qualilv 10wprolilesockel5. 
10 the eighl 2 102's. We even Indude timing 
d iagrams and tantu lumnbVPl5scapaci tor. 

$69.95 Per Kit 

5 VOLT 1 AMP 1'2 L SUPPL Y 

5 VOLT 1 AMP 
T2 L SUPPLY 

This is a nandard TTL IlOwer iupplV uSIng 
the well Known LM309 K rellu illor Ie 10 
provide a solid I AMP of current at 5 volu. 
We try to make thIngs easy for you bV 
ploviding everyth ing you need in one pack· 
age, includrng Ihe ha rdware for onlv : 

$9.95 Per Kit 

PLASTIC INSTRUMENT CASE 

ThHe ca~s tie fine quali tv un;U mlde bv a 
German manufacturing f"m which t il 10 the 
dImensions 01 our DVM and COUNT ER kil 
WIth room enough lef l for power supplV or 
ballelie~. Excellent 101 man V other flrojeC\5 
as well. Dimensions 2" If 3·1/8" x 5 ·7/8". 

$5.95 Per Case 
Satisfaction Guaranteed . $5,00 Min. Order, U,S . Funds. 
Add $1.25 for Postage - Write for FREE 19755 Catalog 
California Residents - Add 6% Sales Tax 

p!.lx.! ?!!~~2 
PHONE ORDERS - (415) 592-8097 

Micro-8 User Group 
Newsletter 
Hal Singer, Editor 
Cabrillo Computer Center 
Cabrillo High School 
Lompoc CA 93436 
1-805-733-3501 

The "Mark-8" is one of 
the first widely marketed 
home computer kits - an 
8008-oriented design of 
Jonathan Titus (TYCHON, 
Inc., PO Box 242 , Blacksburg 
V A 24060) . It first appeared 

Club in The Dallas-Fort 
Worth Texas Area 

Bill Fuller (2377 Dalworth 
157, Grand Prairie , Texas -
1-214-264-0111/1-214-
264-9017) organized an 
informal get together June 29 
in a park near Hurst and 
Bedford, Texas . At that 
meeting, 12 people appeared 

including three Altair 
owners , the owner of a 
Martin Research Mark 2 and 
one home brew purist . 
Contact Bill for the latest 
info on activities on the Lone 
Star state to date . 

The Digital Groups 
PO Box 6528 
Denver CO 80206 

This c l ub provides a 
newsletter of technical and 
organizational interest which 
is reproduced photo offset at 
$6 per year (12 issues) . Also 
offered are kits , boards, and 
as sembl e d produ cts for 
miscellaneous peripherals 
designed by members in the 
Denver area . 

on a large scale in an article in 
the July 1974 issue of the 
magazine Radio Elec tronics -
and the result of a large 
response to this product is 
Hal Singer's formation of the 
Micro-8 User Group with an 
initial orientation to the 8008 
as implemented via the 
Mark-8. The newsletter is a 
self-published off se t 
publication available at $6 for 
six issues. Much of the 
information is origin al as 
submitted , although Hal 
summarizes a lot of the stuff 
with his tex t editor and 
printer at the Cabrillo 
Computer Center. For those 
interested in the history of 
one branch of the home 
computer hobby, the back 
issues of Micro-8 User Group 
Newsletter record much 
activity of the early pioneers 
of the hobby . 

Staccato Notes 

Derek McColl reports in 
phone conversation that he 

attended the first meeting of 
an as yet unnamed Los 
Angeles area computer club. 
You can reach Derek at 1715 
Havemeyer, Redondo Beach 
CA 90278 to find out about 
that club . 

Was your club or 
newsletter omitted ? No claim 
is made that this listing is 
complete. Organizers of clu bs 
are invited to send details of 
their plans for pu blication in 
BYTE. 

New England Computer 
Kibitzers? (NECK) I'll ac t as 
an initial foca l point for a 
Boston area computer club. 
Write BYTE Editorial Offices , 
Box 378, Belmont MA 
02178, or call me at 
1-617-7 2 9- 6 914 
evenings/weekends. 

. .. CARL 
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