
Photo 7: Two different shots from the balcony of the Civic Auditorium show the extent of the crowd. A t the end of the show, 
chaircreature jim Warren announced that 72,800 people had attended. 

Random Observations and Conversations 

at the First West Coast Computer Faire 

Notes and Photos by Lawrence F Willard 

Th e kids monopolized the computer 
games most of the time, and were better in 
their scoring than most of the adults. Said 
one man to another: 

"Those kids have been at the keyboard 
fo r 15 minutes; shall we push 'em out of the 
way?" 

"No," said the other. "They're doing a 
helluva lot better than I know I could do." 

There were several variations of Star Trek 
in ev idence. At the Processor Technology 
booth one frustrated kid kept getting this 
printout whenever he entered a command: 

"Captain, I'm afraid your last command 
made no sense." 

He was lucky. A kid about 12 years old 
playing Star Trek at the Vector Graphic 

Inc booth apparently made a king si ze d error 
and got this printout: 

"Thanks to your bungling the galaxy has 
been destroyed by the Klingon War Fleet. 
You are demoted to cabin boy. Try again." 

The boy turned around and saw me 
watching him. 

"Don't say anything," he growled. 
These games reveal a lot about people to 

dedicated people watchers like me. At the 
National Semiconductor booth a computer 
was set up to plot, on a screen, a graph of 
the player's phys ical, emotional and intellec­
tual cycles. You were asked to key in your 
birth date and to indicate over how many 
days you wanted the chart plotted. I noted, 
curiously, that some people used arbitrary 
dates or somebody else's birth date rather 
than their own. Are some people reluctant 

Photo 2: The mild, unassuming 
roll top desk at the left of this 
sequence hides an intelligence. 
For, when all the doors and 
slides of this "desk" by RDC En­
terprises (8352 Stanford Av, 
Garden Grove CA) are opened, 
they reveal an experimenter­
oriented computer with built-in 
Altair bus extender card at desk 
level, a keyboard at desk level 
and video monitor. The actual 
computer mainframe is below 
desk level behind doors, and the 
bottom drawer can hold the ex­
perimenter's tools. 
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Larry Willard, who 
writes regularly for 
Yankee magazine (Dublin 
NH), acted as BYTE's rov­
ing eye at the First West 
Coast Computer Faire held 
in San Francisco's Civic 
Auditorium on April 76 
and 77 of this year. Here 
are Larry's notes on 
Random Observations and 
Conversations at the event. 



There's an iCOM 
for Everyone 

at these 
Computer Stores ... 
ARIZONA ' IN DIANA 
Byte Shop Data Group 
Tempe Indianaoolis 
(602) 894-11 29 (317) 842-2983 

CALIFORNIA KENTUCKY 
Orange Computer Ctr , Cybert ronics 
Costa Mesa Louisv ille 
(714) 646-0221 (502) 499-1551 

Byte Shop MASSACHUSETTS Lawndale 
(213) 37 1-2421 American Used 

Byte Shop 
Computer 
Boston 

Mt , View (617) 261-1100 
(415) 969-5464 

Computer Mart M INNESOTA 

Orange Microprogramming 
(714)633-1222 Burnsville 

Byle Shop 
(612) 894-3510 

Pasadena NEW HAM PSH IRE 
(213) 684-3311 

Computer Mart 
Byte Shop Nashua 
Santa Barbara (603) 883-2386 
(805) 966-2638 

N EWJERSEY 
Byte Shop Computer Mart 
Sanla Clara Iselin 
(408) 249-4221 (201) 283-0600 
Byte Shop 

NEW YORK San Diego 
(7 14) 565-8008 Synchro Sound 

Byte Shop 
Hollis 

San Rafae l 
(2 12) 468-7067 

(415) 457-9311 Computer Mart 

Computer Room 
NYC 

San Jose 
(212) 686-7923 

(408) 226-8384 NORTH CA ROLINA 
Byte Shop Digilal Dynamics 
Tarzana Charlotte 
(213) 343-3919 (704) 374-1527 

Tech-Mart PENNSYLVANIA 
Tarzana 
(213) 344-0153 Byte Shop 

Brymar 
Byte Shop (2 15) 525-77 12 
Thousand Oaks 
(805) 497-9595 SOUTH CAROLINA 

Byte Shop Carolina Computers 
Walnut Columbia 
(415) 933-6252 (803) 798-6524 

Byte Shop TEXAS 
Westminsler Mic ro Store (7 14) 894-9131 

Richardson 

CO LO RADO (214) 231-1096 

Prime Radix Mic rotex 
Denver Houston 
(303) 573-5942 (713) 780-7477 

FLO RIDA Computer Termin al 
EIPaso 

Byte Shop (915) 542-1638 
Miami 
(305) 264-2983 WISCONSIN 

The Computer Store Madison Computer 
Jacksonville Madison 
(904) 725-8158 (608) 255-5552 

ILLINOIS CANADA 

Itty Bitty Machine Computer Mart 
Evanston Toronto 
(312) 328-6800 (4 16) 484-9708 

Numbers Racket Computer Place 
Champaign Toronto 
(217) 352-5435 (4 16) 598-0262 

Champaign Computer 
Champaign 
(217) 359-5883 

Wffi]®mICAOPEAlPHEARLS® 
6741 Variel Ave ., Canoga Park , CA 91303 U.S.A . 
Te l. (213) 348-1391 a d,visoon of Penec Compufe, Cmpo,a'<>n 
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Photo 3: The kid at the keyboard of this IMSA I 8080 under the 
watchful eye of Lynn Stone is Bob Bowdige, a fifth grader at 
Rollingwood School in San Bruno. A t this school, 200 students 
each week study BASIC programming. The school was invited to 
become part of the exhibit at the Action Audio Electronics booth 
at the show. 

to know what their cycles are, or ar-e they 
re luctant to have other people see when 
thei r highs and lows occur, a privacy thing, 
perhaps? Anyway, I saw a pretty young lady 
who couldn't be out of her 20s key in a 

27 

Photo 4: Victoria Van 
Buskirk, 70, with her 
father Thomas, a pro­
grammer at Lockheed in 
Sunnyvale CA, in the Re­
creational Computer 
Centers booth. Tom, with 
his interests in computer 
games and home account­
ing problems, plans to 
acquire a computer. 



Photo 5: The husband and wife team of Ellen and Allen Penn (he's president, 
she's VP and secretary of Sylvanhills Laboratory Inc, 7 Sylvan way, Box 239, 
Strafford MO 65757) demonstrate computer controlled plotters to Dick 
Speer of Northwest Computer Cinema. (For more details on the plotter kit, 
see BYTE january 7977 page 85.) Dick has a 6502 based computer similar 
to the KIM which the Penns are using in this setup; he wants to use it for 
computer controlled graphics. 

binh date of October 9 19'12. An arbi t rary 
da te? Th e bir th date of a parent? Only she 
knows. The compu ter took a fair amoun t of 
t im e to figure it all out, but f inall y traced 
the patte rn s on the sc reen fo r a 20 day per­
iod. 

At the Advanced Technology Research 
Associates boo th th ere were f lash ing space 
jewels and Plex iglas ray guns th at lit up wi th 
a pul sing bright co lored li ght wh en th e trig­
ge r was pull ed. Th ese fasc in ated kids and 
grownups ali ke, onl y at 24 bucks and on up 
the kids were n't buying. The older people 
were, though. I asked one guy what he 
pl anned to use hi s space ray gun fo r. 

"I'm a mag ician," he sa id. " I'll find a use 
fo r it on stage ." 

Another guy wanted to kn ow if th e space 
jewels were waterproof. He thought it might 
be interesting to drop one of the littl e flash­
ing pendants into hi s trop ica l fi sh tank , or 
into a pi tcher of hi s favor ite iced beverage. 
They aren't waterp roof; the battery com­
partment would be fl ooded. 

Li ke a lot of other people, I had a com­
puter portrait made-you stand in front of a 
TV camera, yo ur im age is held on the TV 
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OUR DEALERS 

NORTHEASTERN STATES 

Computer Workshop, Rockville, MD; Computer Mart , 

Waltham, MA; Iselin, NJ; Hoboken Computer Works, 

Hoboken, NJ; Audio Design Electronics, New York, 

NY; Byte Shop East, Lev ittown, NY; Computer Comer, 

White Plains, NY; ·Computer Enterprises, DeWitt, NY; 

Fayetteville, NY; Computer Mart of New York, New 

York, NY; Computer Shoppe, Middle Island, NY; Ithaca 

Audio, Ithaca, NY; Byte Shop, Bryn Mawr, PA; Personal 

Computer Corp., Frazer, PA 

SOUTHEASTERN STATES 

Computer Hut, Hialeah, FL; Delta Electronics, Leesburg, 

FL; Douglas Computer Systems, Jacksonville, FL; 

Economy Computing Systems, Orlando, FL; Electronic 

Shop Inc., Melbourne, FL; Microcomputer Systems Inc., 

Tampa, FL; Computer Systems Center, At lanta, GA; 

Computer Electronics, Baton Rouge, LA; Byte Shop, 

Columbia, SC 

MIDWESTERN STATES 

American Microprocessors, Prairi e View, I L; Bits and 

Bytes, Posen, I L; ilty billy machine company, Evanston, 

IL; Llilipute Computer Mart, Skokie, IL; Numbers 

Racket, Champaign, IL; Data Domain, Bloomington, IN; 

Home Computer Center, Indianapolis, IN; Micro Bus 

Inc., Cedar Rapids, IA; Data Domain, Louisville, KY; 

Computer Mart, Royal Oak, MI; Computer Systems, 

51. Clair Shores, MI; General Computer, Troy, MI; 

Computer Depot, Minneapolis, MN; Computer Room Inc., 

Eagan, MN; High Technology, Oklahoma City, OK; 

Milwaukee Computer Store, Milwaukee, WI 

WESTERN STATES 

Bits & Bytes Computer Shop, Phoenix, AZ; Personal 

Computer Place, Mesa, AZ; Affordable Computer Store, 

Santa Clara, CA; A·VIDD Electronics, Long Beach, CA; 

Bits n Bytes, Fullerton, CA; Byte Shop, Burbank, CA; 

Fresno, CA; Lawndale, CA; Long Beach, CA; Palo Alto, 

CA; Pasadena, CA; Placentia, CA; San Diego, CA; San 

Jose, CA; San Rafael, CA; Santa Clara, CA; Tarzana, CA; 

Thousand Oaks, CA; Walnut Creek, CA; Westminster, 

CA; Computer Center, Costa Mesa, CA; Computer 

Center, San Diego, cA; Computer Componants, Van 

Nuys, CA; Computer Electronics, Santa Barbara, CA; 

Computer Emporium, Newport Beach, CA; Computer· 

land, San Leandro, CA; Computer Mart, Orange, CA; 

Computer Playground, Westminster, CA; Computer 

Power and Light, Studio City, CA; Computer Store of 

San Francisco, San FranCiSCO, CA; Dunston Enter· 

prlses, Redding , CA; Executive Office Equipment, 

Pasadena, CA; Micro Computers, Fountain Valley, CA; 

Mlcrosystems Engineering, San Francisco, CA; Sunny 

Sounds, San Gabriel, CA; Sunshine Computer, Carson, 

CA; Upland Computer Labs, Upland, CA; XI media, 

San FranCiSCO, CA; Byte Shop, Boulder, CO; Engle· 

wood, CO; Mighty Mini Company, Denver, CO; Micro· 

computer Systems of HawaII, Honolulu, HI ; Small 

Computer Systems, Honolulu, HI ; Computer Mart of 

West Texas, Lubbock, TX; Computer Shop, San Antonio, 

TX; Computer Terminal, EI Paso, TX; Eiectronic Specialty, 
H ousto n, TX; Houston Computer Mart , Houston, TX; 

KA Electronic Sales, Dallas, TX; Micro Store, Ri chard· 

son, TX; Vanguard Systems, San Antonio, TX 

FOREIGN 

Mlcrotech Computers, Winnepeg, Manitoba, Canada; 

Haywood Electronic Associates Ltd., Northwood, 

Middlesex, England; Instrumalic, Geneva, Switzerland. 

790 HAMPSHIRE ROAD 
WESTLAKE V I LLAGE, 

• A + B 
CA 9 136 1 

Not Afliliated With Vector General 

Circle 9 on inqu iry card. 



screen until it can be scanned fo r a com puter 
pr intout. In about a minute the prin ter ro ll s 
it out and it is torn off and handed to you. 
The guy in f ront of me in line made a pro­
duction out of it. He was bearded, and he 
wanted a profil e shot with a pi pe in hi s 
mouth and his hand up to it in a studied 
pose. He exp lained that he wanted it fo r hi s 
office door. 

There we re a coup le of booths playi ng 
computer mu sic and the sound was great, 
even if the repertoi re was a bit limi ted . 
About the 15th or so tim e you've heard a 
particu lar tune during the day you can draw 
the wavefo rms of each note. But the perfor­
mance was pretty good. So li d State Mus ic's 
booth was play ing such tunes as "The Flight 
of the Bum blebee," Bach's " Little Fugue in 
G Minor," " Blu es in F," " It's a Small 
Worl d," and " Mapl e Leaf Rag." TI'y those 
on yo ul' compu ter. 

Footweary afte r aw hil e, I went in to the 
cafeteria, got some coffee, and sat down at 
a tabl e and got into a conve rsat ion with two 
men sitti ng there. Th ey were Manabu 
Uyehara and Geo rge M Hirota, who have the 
Radio Shack franchi se in Honolu lu. They 

Photo 6: Terry Belcher of 
Advanced Technology Re­
search studies a map of 
world conquest for the 
color video game "Risk" 
which was being run at the 
Compucolor booth. 

had flown to San Fra ncisco especiall y for 
the F aire. Both men have had previous com­
pu te r ex perience, and they are anxious to 
carry compu ters in their store. 

I moved to another tab le and met Scott 
M Di ckson, a computer programmer in the 
de nta l school of the University of Mich igan. 
He wants a compu ter to ex periment with. 
He thinks dentists could use them for pa­
tie nts' records and fo r bi lling. 

Corning fro m the cafeteria I stopped at a 
booth offer ing a se lection of fi ne prints and 
etchings done in sort of a scie nce fict ion-fan­
tasy sty le. One of them, I thought, would 
look especiall y fine in my study. Before I 
could ask how much it was, somebody else 
did . 

"5 ix-fifty," sa i d the you ng art ist. 
Real reasonabl e, I thought, and moved 

. fo rward to bu y one. 
The man who had asked how much, then 

asked: 
"Six hundred and fifty doll ars?" 
The art ist sa id that was co rrect. 
I wal ked away. 
That 's more than most of the computers 

we re se lling fo r.-

Photo 7: Some floor shots. 
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